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Mundt Called Leftwinger by B ire her 


By Richard L. Lyons 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

SIOUX PALLS, S.Dak., 
Nov. 21 — A young member 
of the John Birch Society 
has announced he will run 
against Sen. Karl E. Mundt 
(R-S.Dak.) next year because 
he considers Mundt a dan- 
gerous leftwinger. 

This will come as a sur- 
prise to most, as it did to 
Mundt, whose conservative 
credentials are generally 
considered impeccable. 
Mundt made 'a name as a 
Communist-hunter, first on 
the House Un-American Ac- 
tivities Committee that ex- 
posed Alger Hiss, then as a 
Senate sidekick of the late 
Joe McCarthy. Americans 
for Constitutional Action, 
which keeps a conservative 
index of members of Con- 
gress, consistently gives 
him high marks. 

Marked for Retirement 

But Richard R. Murphy, 
36, sees Mundt as a camou- 
flaged liberal who usually 
talks right but too often 
votes wrong and who must 
be retired to help roll back 
socialism and prevent sur- 
render to communism. 

“He talks conservative,” 
said Murphy, “and much of 
the Birch hierarchy thinks 
he is. I’m not sure Robert 
Welch himself thinks dif- 
ferent. But the Mundt rec- 
ord shows precisely the op- 
posite. When the chips were 
down he voted for the most 
socialistic school bill in his- 
tory. It means Federal con- 
trol of education from alpha 
to omega, and it’s coming so 
fast it makes your head 
swim.” 

Pew people consider 
Murphy serious opposition 


for Mundt, 65, who has 
served in House and Senate 
since 1938. The Sioux City 
Argus-Leader conducted a 
poll which showed Mundt 
leading Murphy 84 to 12 
per cent. 

. But Murphy claims that 
| “support for me is coming 
ouit of the walls. Mundt 
knows that and he’s cam- 
paigning as if the election 
was next Tuesday.” 

* Mundt was, in fact, speak- 
ing to voters at the 76 Cafe 
in Deadwood when he was 
reached by telephone for 
his reaction to Murphy. 

He confessed some sur- 
prise at an attack from the 
right, hut added that “it’s a 
free world” and “everyone’s 
entitled to his opinion.” He 
said he was satisfied that 
Murphy “isn’t going any- 
where. He isn’t getting any 
crowds. I don’t think South 
Dakota has ever elected a 
senator who didn’t serve 
first as governor or in the 
House.” 

Cites ACA Rating 
Mundt said his ACA rat- 
ing runs about 75 to 85 per 
cent. They mark him down 
for supporting farm bills. 
He said he has three 
plaques which ACA gives 
annually to members scor- 
ing 70 per cent or higher. 

( ■ Murphy came back to his 
lative South Dakota after 
iving for most of 10 years 
n Orange County, Califor- 
fiia, a strong Birch center. 

« -here is some opinion here 
hat he is backed by Caii- 
ffornia rightwing money and 
; took on Mundt because it’s 
| easier and cheaper to con- 
|duct a harrassing campaign 
fin a small state than a big 
®ne. Several other eonserva- 
ftive members of Congress 
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small western states 
|have been attacked by 
i Birehers in recent years, 
I and other Birch candidates 
I are expected next year. 

Murphy is blond and 
pleasant and has a hand- 
some wife and eight chil- 
dren. They live on a farm 
near here. He practices some 
law in the city, runs a book 
and gift shop displaying 
rightwing literature and 
says he spends about half 
his time “limping around 
the state on a car and gas 
card” budget. He said he ex- 
pects Mundt gets more 
Birch money than he does. 
He talked willingly to an 
eastern reporter during an 
airport breakfast as he 
waited to fly off to Aber- 
deen to campaign. 
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Hits Rights Legislation 

Murphy attacked civil 
rights legislation as a “Fed- 
eral power grab,” con- 
demned Mundt for “being a 
UNESCO man from the 
very beginning” and called 
him “a real expert fence 
straddler.” 

“We’re being encircled by 
Russian influence. As we be- 
come more socialized peo- 
ple, lose their indignance 
until nothing horrifies them. 
Pretty soon it becomes evi- 
dent that someone at the 
top is conditioning us for 
surrender. The family is be- 
.ing discouraged as the basic 
social unit. God is being 
dethroned in the schools. 
The United Nations is being 
shoved down the throats of 
little kids in school. We’ve 
got to get back to the Con-' 
stitution.” 

Murphy said he would re- 
peal most Federal laws, 
starting with the income tax. 



